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MESSAGE FROM THE 
SUPERINTENDENT

Pope Francis’ historic visit to 
Philadelphia inspired a pilgrimage 
unlike any our region has witnessed, 

with millions of Americans watching 
from the comfort of their living rooms. 
The Holy Father’s aff able persona and 
profound remarks encouraging tolerance, 
compassion, and the importance of family 
transcend every faith and religion.

My favorite moment came when the 
pontiff  stood before Independence Hall, 
embracing the same lectern used during 
the delivery of the Gettysburg Address. 
Like President Lincoln, Pope Francis urged 
his listeners to remember those that came 
before and to take actions that safeguard 
equality, acceptance, and dignity for all.

The Pope’s message is consistent with 
what we espouse at South Harrison. Each 
day, our students live, learn, and play in 
a diverse gathering of schoolmates. As 
a community, our ability to accept one 
another as equals and embrace diff erences 
that make each of us unique, determines 
the success we secure for the future as a 
family. 

The South Harrison Twp. Elementary 
School District is proud to serve as the 
epicenter for the community, bringing 
together students and their families from 
throughout our fi fteen square miles. I 
encourage each of you to set an example 
for those we serve through a renewal of 
your commitment to our diverse school 
community.

I hope you enjoy this issue of The 
Roadrunner.

Very truly yours,

James J. Lavender

At South Harrison Elementary School we believe that positive re-
inforcement and encouragement need to be built into our play-
ground and cafeteria management plan, just as enforcement of 

expectations is a signifi cant part. As part of our new Playground & Recess 
Stars program, each week, our paraprofessionals and aides will pick one 
playground star and one cafeteria star that have demonstrated appropri-
ate behaviors. Two special bulletin boards in the cafeteria showcase the 
names of our “stars” and their names will remain on the bulletin board for 
the entire month. At the end of each month, each name will be entered 
into a raffl  e for a special prize! For the month of September, several 
students were randomly picked to receive a coupon for a free cookie. 
Having a fun and safe playground and recess time is very important to 
us. The following criteria is used to select P&R Stars:

• One playground star from each class will be chosen weekly.  
• Students will be chosen for demonstrating appropriate behav-
iors.
• A bulletin board in the cafeteria is used to display the names of 
the playground stars and will be updated every Monday.
• All names will remain on the bulletin for the entire month. At the 
end of each month each name will be entered into a raffl  e for a 
special prize (two students from each grade level will be chosen).
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SEPTEMBER 
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

First Grade
Ricky Torres

Maura Catalano

Second Grade
Dower Brown
Emily Magin

Madison Mishura
 

Third Grade
Leonardo Constantino

Yael Hernandez
Evelyn Bowe

Fourth Grade 
Ryland Mishura

Ben Freeman
Harrison LaBarbera

Fifth Grade
Camillo Marusco

Garin Stiefel
A.J. Brennan

Sixth Grade
Sky Kashow
Maya Brown
Alex Mathis

Art 
Gabriel Eisenhart

Music
Maya Brown

Computers
Lilly Kline

Media Center
Grace Reilly

Physical Education
Alex Mathis

SEPTEMBER 
SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS

First Grade
Gabriel Eisenhart

Second Grade
Gabriella Scaffi  di

 
Third Grade

Olivia Carbone

Fourth Grade 
Ryan Visconti

Fifth Grade
Alex Weatherby

Sixth Grade
Claire Mathis
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This summer, we improved the South Harrison website to 
refl ect a more professional and streamlined appearance, 
with the sole purpose of making navigation easier 

for students, staff , and parents. Communication with our 
parents and community is important to us and begins with 
the website. We hope you continue to use our site as a 
convenient resource. 

www.southharrison.k12.nj.us.

SH LAUNCHES NEW SITE

Dear South Harrison Families,

The 2015-2016 school year is off  to a great start and we 
had a fantastic fi rst month at South Harrison! The stu-
dents are quickly making new friends, getting acquaint-

ed with their schedules, classrooms, and routines, and getting 
down to learning. 

October is an exciting month as we start diving into the holi-
day season with our special Trunk or Treat event and Hallow-
een parade. Also, we are already two 
weeks into our RTI program, and I 
have had an opportunity to visit ev-
ery classroom to observe the many 
stimulating enrichment projects 
and interventions provided to our 
students. 

Thank you to those parents who 
attended the Coff ee with the Principal and Parent Academy 
night. I hope you found these meetings to be benefi cial and 
gained some understanding about your child’s upcoming 
year. 

The next Coff ee with the Principal will take place on Wednes-
day, November 11th at 6:30 pm preceding the SHAEE and 
Home and School Organization meetings. Our new reading 
specialist, Krista Travaglini, will be joining me to talk about 
many exciting positive changes happening this year. I would 
encourage you to attend and get involved in the many activi-
ties we have planned for 2015-2016. 

I’m pleased to announce our new World Language Teacher, 
Ms. Christina Brown. She joined our family on October 6th, 
and we feel fortunate to have found someone with her im-
pressive qualifi cations. Ms. Brown holds a Bachelor’s degree in 
European Studies and three languages including Italian, Span-
ish, and Arabic, as well as a Master’s degree in Italian studies. 
Her expertise is enhanced through her participation in two 
study abroad learning experiences in Sorrento, Italy and Sala-
manca, Spain. Along with teaching Spanish, Ms. Brown is our 
new Gifted and Talented teacher for students in grades 5 and 
6 and meets with them two days each week. Please join me in 
welcoming our new roadrunner!

As always, feel free to contact me directly with any questions 
or concerns. 

Best regards,

Corinne Mesmer, Principal

NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL BOOK FAIR FUN
Our Monster Book Fair was a huge success! We sold 

over $11,000 worth of books and the library will 
receive a percentage of the sales. Funds raised via 

the book fair are used to purchase new books and resourc-
es for the media center, which 
are available to all students 
and staff . 

Thank you to the many parent 
volunteers that helped with 
the book fair and the Goodies 
and Grandparents event.
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South Harrison Roadrun-
ners participated in the 
Week of Respect during 

the week of Monday, October 
5th through Friday, October 
9th.  Fun themed days included 
focusing on how we can re-
spect ourselves, each other, the 
earth, and our school. Staff  and 
students were encouraged to 
discuss ways to show respect, 
and add them to our Peace 
Tree displayed in the main 
lobby. Students in third to sixth 
grade contributed to the Hall of 
Heroes project where they paid 
homage to people whom they 
admire and respect. Staff  and 
students are off  to a great start 
of continuing to show their respect year-round.

The Special Education Parent Advisory Council, 
known as SEPAC, is a parent-led group for par-
ents of students with disabilities. South Harrison’s 

SEPAC is co-lead by Mrs. Adina Kline and Mrs. Luanne 
Hughes. Meetings are held throughout the year on a 
variety of topics including:  Dyslexia, ADHD, and Strat-
egies to Boost your Child’s 
Self-Confi dence. SEPAC 
off ers a forum for parents to 
exchange ideas and resourc-
es. Attendees are welcome 
to come regularly or only 
when the topic is of interest.

Parents of all students with 
disabilities are welcome 
regardless of how mild or 
profound your child’s disabil-
ity is. SEPAC’s next meeting 
of the 2015-2016 school year will be held on Tuesday, 
January 12th at 6:30PM in the media center. The topic 
will be classroom accommodations. 

PUPIL SERVICES
WEEK OF RESPECT SEPAC
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Car Wash
On Saturday, Septem-
ber 26th, the sixth grade 
students had their annual 
Car Wash and Hoagie Sale 
fundraiser for their STOKES 
trip. The sixth grade raised 
approximately $1,630. Stu-
dents and parents washed about 110 cars in 6 hours. Way to 
go sixth grade, you’re a step closer to your goal!

Young Authors Assembly
Students participated in a special, all day Young Authors Day 
program on September 25th. During the assembly, a Mime 
stressed the diff erences between writing for the stage and 
writing for the page, while supporting all the components 
of the writing process. The students had an opportunity 

to write their own stories, of which the Mime performed a 
few at the afternoon assembly. Thank you to our Home and 
School Organization for sponsoring this program. 

Fire Prevention Assembly
South Harrison had its annual Fire Safety Awareness assem-
bly on October 2nd, which coincided with Fire Prevention 
Week. South Harrison fi refi ghters volunteered their time to 
educate our students about fi re safety and the equipment 
used for various types of emergencies. Just as we practice 
our fi re drills in the event of an emergency, fi refi ghters em-
phasized the importance of having an escape plan and a safe 
place to meet with family and making sure fi re detectors are 
checked biannually. Students had an opportunity to watch 
fi refi ghters put on their gear in 1 minute 30 seconds, which 
is the requirement. Firefi ghters also stressed how rewarding 
their position can be! 

RECENT EVENTS
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by Robert Rosenheim, Data & Assessment Supervisor 

Data-driven instruction is a set of instructional strategies that 
engage teachers in consistent discussion, refl ection, and 
analysis of student assessment data. Based on their analy-

sis, teachers adjust instruction with the goal of improving student 
academic achievement. 

Paul Bambrick-Santoyo asserts, “Data-driven schools should con-
stantly focus on one simple question: are our students learning?” 
To answer that question, he argues, schools must “break from the 
traditional emphasis on what teachers ostensibly taught in favor of 
a clear-eyed, fact-based focus on what students actually learned. 
In doing so, they create a powerful paradigm to drive academic 
excellence” (2010). Simply put, data-driven instruction is a way to 
help teachers and school leaders use student assessment results to 
improve teaching and learning.

There are three core principles critical to the success of creating a 
culture for data driven instruction. The core principals are:   

1. Assessment: What did our students learn?

2. Analysis: What does the data mean? 

3. Action: How can we adjust instruction to increase 
     student learning? 

As we continue to build and strengthen our culture of using data 
to inform our programming and instructional decisions, we will 
focus on the fi rst core principal: Assessment. To understand what 
students actually learned, teachers need data from meaningful 
assessments. During the 2015-2016 school year, teachers and the 
curriculum team will work collaboratively to review all common 
summative assessments to ensure that:

• All items and tasks are aligned to the Common Core State
    Standards (CCSS); 

• There is a range of rigor present within the assessment;  

• All items and tasks are appropriately challenging for the
    grade-level/course; and,

• All items and tasks are well formatted, written clearly, and
    free from bias.

During department meetings and within their Professional Learn-
ing Teams, teachers will engage in thoughtful, systematic, collab-
orative examination of student assessment results in order to, as 
Harvard Professor Kathryn Boudett argues, “unlock the data…un-
cover trends…and adjust teaching” (2013).  

At South Harrison Elementary School, we believe that data-driven 
practices will lead to higher levels of student learning and increase 
academic achievement. Ultimately, data-driven instruction sup-
ports our district’s shared committment to excellence. 

DATA-DRIVEN INSTRUCTION

by Rachael Anderson, Instructional Supervisor 

Last year parents of students in grades 
kindergarten, fi rst and second received stan-
dards-based report cards to report student 

growth each trimester. This year parents of 
students in grade three will also be receiving this 
type of report card.

The revision of the old report cards occurred for 
a number of reasons, which include: 

• To honor requests of “stakeholders” who
    expressed the belief that report cards
    needed to be updated

• The need to be clear and specifi c about
    academic and pro-social standards, i.e.,
    what all students need to know and be
    able to do in each domain

• To respond to the adoption of the 
    Common Core State Standards by the
    New Jersey Department of Education

• To more accurately and eff ectively 
    communicate student progress to 
    parents and students

• To vertically align reporting in K-6

Parent input on new initiatives provides valu-
able feedback for the Regional Curriculum Team 
charged with the development and support of 
curriculum and instruction at South Harrison. 
Last year a standards-based report card parent 
advisory committee was formed to gather input 
from parents on the new report card. This year 
we have one open seat on the committee and 
would welcome another parent of a student in 
grades kindergarten or fi rst. 

If you are interested in participating and would 
like to learn more about the committee please 
e-mail Ms. Anderson at the following address: 
andersonr@kingsway.k12.nj.us. 

Please click HERE to access standards-based 
report card information on our website. 

STANDARDS-BASED 
REPORT CARDS
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http://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/domain/189
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by Rachael Anderson 

This year, one of our school goals is a focus on literacy. 
Throughout the year, staff  will be working to learn 
more about teaching literacy using a balanced literacy 

framework with a particular focus on writing. Balanced liter-
acy refers to literacy experiences that are balanced between 
a variety of components (modeled reading/writing, shared 
reading/writing, guided reading/writing, independent read-
ing/writing) but can generally be taught in three formats. The 
formats are:

•  “to” for example, a written message written to and 
shared daily with students; 

•  “with” such as a composing a letter or message as a 
group and;

•  “by” which is often in the form of “published” or 
student authored books, poems or essays. 

The very foundation of balanced literacy is the creation of a 
genuine appreciation for 
good literature, and it is 
in this area that I ask for 
parents’ assistance this 
year. In each newsletter 
I will publish tips and 
books which may help 
your child to become a 
better reader. As you may 
know, I spent many years 
as a kindergarten teacher. 
In my time with these stu-
dents I vividly remember 
one young boy who was a 
truly gifted reader. I asked 

his mother how he had developed into such a good reader. 
She answered, “It is our family’s tradition to read for half an 
hour each night before the children go to bed. Sometimes 
the kids read independently and at other times we read to 
one another.” At the end of each night they discussed what 
they had read and learned. By the time this young boy began 
preschool he knew how to correctly turn the pages in a book 
and talk about the pictures he saw there. He was picking out 
words and reading sentences by the end of the year.

The climate of the home, in combination with natural ability 
and motivation, all conspired to make this child a successful 
reader. Is it possible to replicate this in your home? We all 
have the ability to put a book in our bag and read it with our 
children when we are waiting at the doctor’s offi  ce or listen to 
an audiobook in the car on our way to an after school activity. 

Below are some suggestions for books that you and your chil-
dren may enjoy in those quiet pockets of time that you carve 
out of your busy day.

Let’s Read Books!
Books for little ones beginning school: Franklin Goes to School, 
The Kissing Hand, Froggy Goes to School and If You Take a 
Mouse to School. 

Children who are beginning to read may like to hear about 
Junie B. Jones’ adventures in Junie B: First Grader at Last, and 
about Arthur and friends in Arthur’s Back to School Surprise. 

Older readers may enjoy The Best School Year Ever, School 
Story, or Wayside School is Falling Down. 

Want to Know more about school? Check out the follow-

ing article: 25 Ways to Ask Your Kids ‘So How Was School 

Today?’ Without Asking Them ‘So How Was School Today?’

FROM THE DESK OF THE INSTRUCTIONAL SUPERVISOR
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http://m.huffpost.com/us/entry/5738338
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Board of Education

Deborah Cunningham, President
Michael Brennan, Vice President

Toni Buckley
Carole English
James McShea
Joseph Talbot
Janet Brown

Janice Huggins
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Administration

Dr. James J. Lavender, Superintendent
Mr. Jason Schimpf, School Business Administrator

Mrs. Patricia Calandro, Chief Academic Offi  cer
Mrs. Corinne Mesmer, Principal
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